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On July 19, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic the Nicaraguan Resistance general assembly
completed voting for a new seven-member board of political directors. Prior to the elections, the
directorate consisted of five persons: Adolfo Calero, Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, Aristides Sanchez,
Alfredo Cesar and Maria Azucena Ferrey. Calero, Cesar and Sanchez were re-elected. Calero nearly
lost his seat and survived only by agreeing not to insist on the re-election of another director, Pedro
Joaquin Chamorro. Contra military commander Enrique Bermudez was elected to the political
directorate by a vote of 44-2 on July 18. In a telephone interview with the Washington Post on
July 19, Bermudez said he does not plan to relinquish his position as military commander. Next,
Bermudez said he will seek to cut back to a minimum the contras' civilian bureaucracy and to
eliminate a lobbying strategy in Washington by which Cesar and other contra "liberals" focused
mainly on the Democrats and conservatives dealt with Republicans. "We have to go to the Congress
with one position, one voice," Bermudez said. Although all members of the directorate have equal
power under assembly rules, senior director Calero is regarded as the political chief. On the evening
of July 18, Chamorro told reporters: "I am concerned for the overall image of the movement. It's a
totally anti-democratic situation." [Chamorro and Calero tried to relieve Bermudez of his military
command when the colonel fired six contra field commanders in April. The two were outvoted by
Sanchez, Cesar and Ferrey.] In a communique distributed in Costa Rica on July 19 and in Miami on
July 20, seven commanders of contra groups located on the Nicaragua-Costa Rica border announced
their resignation from the Nicaraguan Resistance. They were protesting the election of Bermudez
to the directorate. According to the commanders, "far from constituting a reaffirmation of the
multi-party character" of the organization, "the election of Mr. Bermudez shows its steady and
pronounced shift to the extreme right." The seven are part of the Southern Front, long critical of
the contras based in Honduras, result of their direction by former members of Somoza's National
Guard. On July 20, dissident commanders who were expelled from Honduras to Miami in April
made public their opposition to Bermudez and said that 58 former commanders and key contra
operatives from the Honduran camps had left the contra forces in a protest against Bermudez's
leadership. The dissident officers and their civilian allies met Wednesday with Chamorro. "For years
the Sandinistas have been trying to say that our movement is dominated by the Somocistas and
now, at the time when they are facing extremely serious domestic troubles, we have given them
an important propaganda tool," said Tirso Ramon Moreno, known as commandante Rigoberto,
who headed a contra group inside Nicaragua for eight years before declaring his opposition to
Bermudez. Chamorro said that in Latin America the emergence of Bermudez as a member of the
directorate would not be well- received: "In almost all of Latin America civilian supremacy is now
a norm, and the premise of civilian control over the military is also one of the political principles of
the United States." In a 12 July Miami Herald article, Bermudez lamented the "abandonment" of
the contras by the US Congress and said that that it might force a shift in contra strategy. Bermudez
said that "the fight will take another configuration. We will see more sabotage, maybe attacks on
Sandinista personalitties, and why not terrorism?" [Basic data from AP, AFP, 07/18/88; Washington
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Post, 07/20/88; New York Times, 07/21/88; 07/20/88 report, Coalition for a New Foreign Policy
(Washington, DC)]
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